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    NEWS FROM THE SIMLEY HIGH SCHOOL CAREER CENTER                                                                                  OCTOBER, 2016 

OCTOBER IS COLLEGE KNOWLEDGE MONTH!  

College Knowledge Month is a Minnesota statewide initiative, 

piloted in 2011, which encourages students to explore, plan and 

apply for college. College is any type of post-secondary training 

beyond high school. From the Minnesota Department of 

Education: 

The goal of College Knowledge Month is to provide every 

graduating high school senior with the preparation, opportunity, 

and support needed to apply to college. Minnesota College 

Knowledge Month is a statewide effort which encourages 

students to take a significant step toward college by providing 

assistance and building excitement for the application process. 

2016 College Knowledge Month at Simley High School will 

include: 

 Daily college knowledge facts on the announcements. 

 Over 15 college representative and military visits during 

the month (see page 4 on how to sign up). 

 Wear your college gear on October 26th (College Wear 

Wednesday!) to wrap up a great CKM!  

 Any student who attends a college representative visit at 

Simley or who go on a campus tour in October to be 

entered into a drawing for great prizes!  

o Grand prize (seniors only!): A mini fridge! Great for 

your dorm room next year!  

 Financial Aid Presentation (K-12 financial planning) on 

Monday, October 17th at 6:00 p.m. 

 Informational Meeting on Completing the FAFSA (families 

of senior students) on Thursday, October 27th at 6:30 p.m. 

 Information on colleges offering free applications during a 

week or entire month of October.  
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Seniors! 
You can win 
this fridge!   
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES OF SENIOR STUDENTS  

For the first time ever, students planning to attend college in the 2017-2018 school year can apply for 

financial aid using the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) starting on the first of 

October. This is now possible because the FAFSA will use income information from prior prior year 

(PPY). This will eliminate the need to estimate tax data on the FAFSA and means that your previous 

year’s taxes do not need to be done to complete the application. The IRS Data Retrieval Tool will pull 

the information and put it into your application once your identity is verified.   

The first step to completing the FAFSA is to set up a Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID). This is 

required for both student and parent and will serve as your electronic signature. A separate email 

address is required for both student and parent to create the account. A few tips and reminders when 

creating your FSA ID: 

 Parent and student should each set up their own ID (Mom or Dad should NOT set up account 

for student). 

 Use your full legal name.  

 Use accurate social security number. 

 Triple check that your date of birth is correct. 

 Do not use an email attached to school. Use a  

personal email because you will use this ID for the  

entirety of your college career and while you are  

paying off any loans you take out. 

 You will create 5 challenge questions:  

o 2 from a list of possible questions  

o 2 created by the user 

o 1 with an important date (can’t be birthdate) 

 Be sure to write your ID down! It’s a long, painful process to reset/retrieve the information.  

Once you’ve created your FAFSA ID, you can start your application. Remember, you do not have to 

complete the application in one sitting, so feel free to come back to it later, if needed. In general, it 

will take around 45 minutes to complete. For more information and to complete the application, go to: 

www.fafsa.gov.  

Simley will also be holding a Financial Aid Night for families of senior students on Thursday, 

October 27TH at 6:30 pm in the PAC. A speaker from the Financial Aid Office at Dakota County 

Technical College will be presenting on financial aid for college, the FAFSA and will be available to 

answer any questions you may have. You are encouraged to join us for this important event!  

 

  

 

http://www.fafsa.gov/
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TAKING ADVATAGE OF MEA BREAK 

MEA Break is an excellent time for students to go on college visits. Most schools 

in MN and many in Wisconsin hold special open houses and host special events 

on these days specifically for junior and senior students to visit their campus. 

Students do not have school on Wednesday (10/19), Thursday (10/20), and 

Friday (10/21), so take advantage of these days to make a few college visits! 

Check individual school websites for more information on special MEA events 

and if you need to register. Stepping foot on campus, taking a tour and talking to 

admission representatives is the best way to find out if a college will be a good fit 

for your student!  

 

TRENDING CAREERS  

WIND TURBINE SERVICE TECHNICIAN  

What Wind Turbine Technicians Do 

Wind turbine service technicians, also known as windtechs, install, maintain, and repair wind turbines. 

Work Environment 

Wind turbine service technicians generally work outdoors, in confined spaces, and often at great heights. Although 

the majority of windtechs work full time, they may also be on call to handle emergencies during evenings and 

weekends.  

How to Become a Wind Turbine Technician 

Most wind turbine service technicians learn their trade by attending a 

technical school. They are also trained by their employer after hiring.  

Pay 

The median annual wage for wind turbine technicians was $51,050 in 

May 2015.  

Job Outlook 

Employment of wind turbine service technicians is projected to grow 108% from 2014 to 2024, much faster than the 

average for all occupations. Because wind electricity generation is expected to grow over the coming decade, 

additional technicians will be needed to install and maintain new turbines. Job prospects should be excellent for 

qualified candidates.  

Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2016-17 Edition, Wind Turbine Technicians,  

on the Internet at http://www.bls.gov/ooh/installation-maintenance-and-repair/wind-turbine-technicians.htm (visited September 27, 2016).  

http://www.bls.gov/ooh/installation-maintenance-and-repair/wind-turbine-technicians.htm
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COLLEGE SPOTLIGHT 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA- DULUTH 

d.umn.edu 

Public, 4-year institution, part of the University of Minnesota System 

Student demographics: 

10,878 Students (5,642 male/5,207 female) 

8,929 Undergraduate students  

1,515 Students of Color 

Class Size: 19:1 with 80% of classes having 40 students or less 

Tuition (2016-2017): $13,140 

Admissions:  

Priority deadline of December 1st 

Primary factors:  

Completion of high school preparation requirements: 

Students must have successfully completed the following courses:  

 ENGLISH - Four years, including writing, literature, and speech.  

 MATHEMATICS - Four years, including two years of algebra; one of which must be intermediate or advanced algebra, and one year 

of geometry.  

 SCIENCE - Three years, including at least one course each in the biological and physical sciences, and all three units to incorporate 

significant laboratory experience.  

 SOCIAL STUDIES - Three years, including one year each of geography and American history.  

 WORLD LANGUAGE - Two years of a single second language. 

 ARTS - One year in the visual or performing arts. 

Grade point average (3.22 - 3.75 GPA*)  

*These numbers show the middle 50% of freshmen who enrolled in fall 2015, meaning that 25% of students were 
below this range and 25% were above. Some programs may have admitted at a more competitive level. 

ACT/SAT scores:  (22 – 26 average ACT) 
 
Secondary factors: 

 College level coursework completed through PSEO and CITS 
 Contribution to the cultural, gender, age, economic, racial or geographic diversity of the student body 
 Evidence of having overcome barriers to educational achievement 
 Exceptional talent 
 First generation college student 
 Military service 
 Personal statement and letters of recommendation 
 Specific high school courses, grade trends, and rigor of academic curriculum 

 

Academic Programs: UMD offers over 150 undergraduate majors and minors within five schools: College of Liberal Arts, School of 
Fine Arts, College of Education and Human Service Professions, Labovitz School of Business and Economics, Swenson College 
of Science and Engineering 

 
Graduate Programs: UMD has a Graduate School, Medical School, College of Pharmacy and a College of Continuing Education 

Housing and Campus Life: UMD has five residence halls and four on-campus apartments. There are over 260 clubs and 
organizations. UMD has 16 teams in NCAA DII athletics.  

Noteworthy: UMD is ranked #8 in the U.S. News and World Report Top Public Schools in the Midwest. 

http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/
http://www.d.umn.edu/sfa/
http://www.d.umn.edu/sfa/
http://www.d.umn.edu/cehsp/
https://lsbe.d.umn.edu/
http://www.d.umn.edu/scse/
http://www.d.umn.edu/scse/
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UPCOMING VISITS TO THE CAREER CENTER 

Students must sign-up and get a pass from Ms. Kimble prior to visit. All visits held in the Career 

Center unless otherwise noted.  

 

OCTOBER, 2016 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

3 4 
National College Fair 
@ Mpls. Convention 
Center (9-12/5-8) 

5 
National College Fair 
@ Mpls. Convention 
Center (9-12) 

6 
University of 
Minnesota- Duluth @ 
8:00 am 

7 
 

10 
North Dakota 
State University 
@ 10 am 

11 
Gustavus Adolphus 
College @ 11 am  
 

Winona State 
University @ 12:45 pm 

12 
University of 
Minnesota- Twin 
Cities @ 8:45 am 

13 
University of St. 
Thomas @ 10 am 
 
St. Catherine’s 
University @ 12:45 pm 

14 

17 
Army National 
Guard during 
lunches  (in 
lunchroom) 

18 19  
PSAT @ Simley 

20 
 

21 

24 25 
Hamline University @ 
9:30 am 

26 
U.S. Navy at lunches 
(in lunchroom) 
 
University of MN- 
Rochester @ 1 pm 
 
University of MN- 
Morris @ 2 pm 
 

The College of St. 
Scholastica @ 2:30 pm 

27 
St. Olaf College @ 
10:30 am 
 

28 

 

*Additional visits have potentially been added since this publication. For the most up-to-date information please 

see the Simley HS webpage under “Career Center” or have your student check the calendar outside of the 

Career Center. 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO NOTE 

 Monday, October 17: Financial Aid Night at Simley HS @ 6:00 p.m. (Financial planning and 

paying for college- K-12 families during conferences) 

 Wednesday, October 19: PSAT offered for juniors at Simley (register with Ms. Kimble by 

Monday, October 10, 2016) 

 Saturday, October 22: ACT  

 Thursday, October 27: Informational Session for Parents of Seniors: Completing the FAFSA 

at Simley HS @ 6:30 p.m. An officer from Dakota County Technical College will present on 

financial aid for college and completing the FAFSA.  

o Please note- this event was scheduled to take place on January 24th but has been 

rescheduled because the FAFSA can now be filed starting October 1st.  

 Thursday, November 3: College Fair at Simley HS 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

CAREER CENTER COORDINATOR:  

Megan Kimble  
Megan.kimble@isd199.org 

 651. 306. 7918 
 

SCHOOL COUNSELORS: 

 Amy Powers-Johnson (A-Ha) 

 Amy.powersjohnson@isd199.org 

 651. 306. 7004 
 

 Kris DeVries (He-Ol)  

 Kris.devries@isd199.org 

 651. 306. 7005 
 

 Jeanne Hutson (Om-Z) 

 Jeanne.hutson@isd199.org 

 651. 306. 7006 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ADMINISTRATORS: 

 Jerry Sakala 
Principal 

 Jerry.sakala@isd199.org 
 651. 306. 7003 
 
 Heidi Klukas  
 Assistant Principal  
 Heidi.klukas@isd199.org 
 651. 306. 7009 
 
 Carol Ellison 

Assistant Principal 
Carol.ellison@isd199.org 
651. 306. 7011 
 

 Rico Bohren 
 Dean of Students  
 Rico.bohren@isd199.org 
 651. 306. 7008 
 
 Will Short 

Activities Director  
Will.short@isd199.org 
651. 306. 7002

 
FACT:  COLLEGE MEANS ANY POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION OR 

TRAINING BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL.  
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